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You are the heart of our mission.

This winter, thousands of volunteers stepped up—dropping off donations, covering overnight shifts, delivering
meals, and sharing warmth through winter clothing and care. You embodied the true meaning of our call to
serve “As Jesus would.” Communities rise because of your impact. Together, we've bridged 44 miles between
Erie and Crawford Counties—bringing hope, shelter, and support to those who need it most. This winter, your
generosity made all the difference.
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Update from the CEQ

A SEASON OF HOPE

up to thirty-six Moms, Dads and their
children were sheltered at EUMA's
The Refuge. Up to ten Veterans

received the support and care to move
from homelessness to a permanent As EUMA prepares for our Summer of

This work, this life-saving, hope-
producing ministry is only possible
because of you.

home of their own. Each cold Winter ~ €vents, know I seek your participation
Spring is finally upon us, bringing with night, dozens of youth - most aged to end homelessness in Northwest PA

it a season of hope and renewal. As out of foster care were sheltered or by making it rare, brief and one-time,
we step into this new chapter, we take permanently housed in an EUMA- as Jesus would!

time to reflect on just some of what
you have accomplished during the
cold Winter months.

owned apartment. And, thanks to We hope you'll hang the attached
you EUMA's seasonal shelters Our flyer on a local community board
Neighbors’ Place and our new ministry  and help us spread the word. We
Who could have predicted Northwest  in Crawford County, Shelter Area look forward to seeing you—on the
PA would have a Winter again? We Meadville, combined providing 7,534 course, racing, on a bike, or walking
did and because of you, each night bed nights to 409 unduplicated guests.  alongside our team soon!
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Jadasha Eaddy has faced some of
life's toughest trials—but today,
she stands stronger than ever.

Alongside her husband and their
three beautiful children—Amirieon,
Azjurion, and A'Milah—Jadasha
has completed the program at
EUMA's The Refuge, becoming a
shining example of what's possible
when support, resources, and
determination come together.

Before finding The Refuge, her
family moved between several
shelters, never quite finding the
stability they needed. But everything
changed when they arrived at
EUMA. Here, they found the
structure, community, and support

to rebuild their lives—and a place
they now proudly call home.

One of the hardest moments, Jadasha
shared, was hearing her 5-year-old
son, Amirieon, ask, “When will we

have our own home?” That question
echoed in her heart as'she reached
out to 814-SHELTER, which connected
her to The Refuge in August.

At first, she was nervous—another
move, another change, more
uncertainty. But she quickly
discovered that The Refuge wasn't
like the other places. The staff
welcomed her family of five with open
arms, treating them with dignity and
authentic compassion. The transition
was seamless, and the structured
environment—chores, curfews, and
personal goals—turned out to be
exactly what her family needed.

“The structure made sense,”
Jadasha said. “l had been
yearning for that for so long.”

She credits the on-site support—
meals, transportation, supplies like
diapers—for helping her breathe
again and focus on the future. One
of her favorite memories? Watching

Jackson light up with joy during the
holidays, especially when Apthorp
Farms brought live reindeer to the
shelter. Celebrating holidays and special
moments at The Refuge brought a
sense of normalcy and happiness

that her family had been missing.

Jadasha also recalls attending Ride

for The Refuge, where she and

her family were embraced by the
community and reminded of their worth.
“Everyone made us feel so welcome,
loved, and dignified,” she said.

Today, Jadasha is thriving. She's working
full time in the healthcare field and loves
it. Her goal is simple and powerful: “To
do this for my kids so we are stable no
matter what.” She's applying everything
The Refuge taught her—especially
around money management—

and committed to giving back.

“| told Linnea (Program Director) the
only time she'll see me again is if I'm
working for her or volunteering.”

Jadasha, we are so proud of you. She's
officially told her son, “We’re home.”
Your story is a reminder to us all: We are
ending homelessness—by making it rare,
brief, and one-time. Just as Jesus would.

Young Heart, Big Impact: JP’s Bowl-a-Thon Blessing

JP Nageotte, a sixth grader at Maplewood
Elementary, was deeply inspired after
hearing EUMA's CEO, Kurt Crays, speak

at his church, Saegertown United
Methodist. Moved by our mission to end
homelessness, JP decided to take action in
a big way.

He organized a Bowl-a-Thon and chose
EUMA as the beneficiary—rallying support
from his teachers, classmates, and churc

community. Thanks to JP's compassion
and leadership, he raised an incredible
$2,165 to help our neighbors in need.

JP, your generosity is a powerful reminder
that no one is too young to make a

difference. Thank you for being a blessing
to so many!




Welcome; DanielleSzllenslki Welcome, Keith Pomeroy!

EUMA’s New Chief/Program Officer! EUMA Board of Director

Danielle Szklenski, CPO

Keith Jones Pomeroy

Get Ready for Fun, Sun, and the Summer Season |
@MA at Rainbow Connection Thrift Store! Th”m" )’DW Sf ONLove.

Did you know your gently used sacrifice to our community. The

clothes, household items, furniture prices are made to help people. |

and appliances can change a buy for my work clients, friends,

life? They can at EUMA's Rainbow family, and even strangers | meet

Connection Thrift Store! Products who are in need. | purchase an PrenaEr Sponsar
are sold to our neighbors in need at array of items weekly—everything

below market prices and last year from furniture, games, clothing and

alone, items valued at nearly $39,000  blankets to lamps and chairs.”

were distributed, free of charge to Last year, 31 partner organizations

those in need. used a Rainbow Voucher in Erie
Longtime County. Your generosity benefited
shopper Sara 1,344 individuals, including 528
Martin has been children.

a loyal supporter  n5ing some Spring cleaning and

of Rainbow want to help end homelessness?
for decades. Drop off your gently used items at
she loves EUMA's Rainbow, 1516 Buffalo Rd.,
the friendly, Erie, PA or schedule a pickup at:
kind, and 814.453.4080 or email

accommodating Rainbow@EUMA-Erie.or
staff. Sara shared, “Without Rainbow, @ ore

it would be a tremendous loss and




